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International application No. 
PCTAJSOO/15534 


Intemational filing date (day/month//ear) 
05/06/2000 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
09/09/1999 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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Applicant 
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1 . This International preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
I S Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 
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V 




VI 


a 


VII 




Vill 


IS 



Date of submission of the demand 
15/12/2000 



Date of completion of this report 
20.07.2001 



Name and mailing address of the intematiorial 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 

Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
Dreyer, C 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399 7496 
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EXAMINATION REPORT 




RY 



International application No. PCT/USOO/1 5534 



I. Basis of the report 

1 , With regard to the elements of the International application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originaiiy filed"* 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)): 
Description, pages: 

1 -7 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemationai application in written form. 

□ filed together with the intemationai application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 



Claims, No.: 



1-15 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/2-2/2 



as originally filed 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-5,7.8,12-15 

No: Claims 1,6,9-11 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-15 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-15 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Vil. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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R Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . The terms "wider" and "deeper" used in claim 10 are vague and unclear, no width 
or depth having been defined for said third grip portion, and leave the reader in 
doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which they refer, thereby ren- 
dering the definition of the subject-matter of said claim unclear (Article 6 PCT). 
Also the temi "generally" used in claim 12 leads to a lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT). 

2. Claim 11 should have been appended to claim 10 and not to claim 9, said third 
grip portion being only defined in claim 10. 

In order to state clearly the dependency of claim 13, the beginning of this claim 
should have been: "a personal grooming implement with a handle according to 
claim 12", as claim 12 is addressed to a handle. 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive at p 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 99 23910 A, cited in the application 
D2: WO 97 07706 A, cited in the application 
D3: US 4 850 735 A 

2. Lack of novelty (Article 33 (1) and (2) PCT) 

As far as it can be understood, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 and 
dependent claims 6,9-11 is not new in the sense of Article 33(1) and (2) PCT. 

2.1 As far as independent claim 1 is concemed, document D1 (see in particular 

figures 1-3) already describes a toothbrush handle having all the features of claim 
1 , namely: 
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"An elongated handle (12), for a personal care implement such as a 
toothbrush, having distal and proximal ends, the distal end being connected 
to, or adapted to connect to, a grooming head (14); the handle comprising: 

a) a first grip portion (16), adjacent the proximal end of the handle, for 
holding in the user's hand, the first grip portion having an ovoid cross- 
section which has a major axis and a minor axis; and 

b) a second grip portion (18), for manipulation by the user's fingers, 
extending from the first grip portion in the direction of the distal end of 
the handle, and having, at least in a region adjacent the first grip 
portion, an elliptical cross-section which has a major axis and a minor 
axis; 

wherein the major axis of the second grip portion is perpendicular to the 
major axis of the first grip portion." 

The figures 2 and 3, which represent the top and the side views of the toothbrush 
of D1 , disclose unambiguously major and minor axis for the first grip portion (16) 
and the second grip portion (18). The major axis of the second grip portion (1 8) is 
to be seen on figure 2, and is perpendicular to the major axis of the first grip 
portion (16) which is to be seen on figure 3. 

2.2 The dependent claims 6,9-11 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of novelty. 

Indeed, the first grip portion (16) of the handle disclosed in D1 is also coated with 
elastomer, whereas the minor axis of the second grip portion (18) also extends 
between top and bottom surfaces that are provided with gripping ridges (22). 
Finally, a third grip portion coated with elastomer and having the features of 
claims 10 and 1 1 can also be seen in figures 2,3 of D1. 

3. Lack of inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) 

Dependent claims 2-5,7,8,12-15 do not contain any features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the require- 
ments of the PCT in respect of Inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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3.1 Indeed, the subject-matter of claims 2-5,7,8 only differs from the handle disclosed 
in document D1 (fig. 1-3), which is considered to represent the closest prior art, in 
that it defines a number of dimension ranges. 

However, the skilled person who wants to provide an alternative toothbrush 
handle that is comfortable and convenient to use, would arrive at these particular 
dimension choices by the application of normal design procedures, and routine 
trial and error. No inventive activity can be seen in this (see also PCT Guidelines, 
IV-8.8, C1)ii)). 

3.2 The additional features of claim 12 are anticipated by the toothbrush of D2 (see 
f.ex. bristle direction in fig. 10). 

Dependent claims 13-15 are addressed to a travel toothbrush, with a removable 
grip. The additional features of these claims are not essential for the definition of 
the claimed invention, and are anyway normal design options: document D3 (fig. 
1-5) also discloses a toothbrush with a removable grip, as In claims 13,14. 
The use of the grip as a cap is welt known by the skilled person who wants to 
provide a travel-toothbrush. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

The requirements of Rule 6.3 b) PCT are not met because the independent claim 
1 is not properly drafted in the two-part form. 
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FOR FURTHER Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 

(Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 

ACTION 


International application No. 

PCT/US 00/ 15534 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

05/06/2000 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

09/09/1999 


/^plicant 

THE PROCTER & GAMBLE COMPANY et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

I X I It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the internationaJ application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. 

I I the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
' — ' Authority (Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

I I contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of Invention Is iacldng (see Box II). 



4. With regard to the title, 

[X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

I X I the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38,2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 



PC] as suggested by the applicant. []] None of the figures. 

I I because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

I I because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
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According to Intemationaj Patent Classification (IPC) or to tjoth national classification and IPC 



B. HELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 A46B 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are irKluded in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



a DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category " Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



WO 99 23910 A (GILLETTE CANADA ;WONG 
PAREDES MAISIE (US); BEALS DONNA (US); 
ROBER) 20 May 1999 (1999-05-20) 
cited in the application 
page 3, line 14 - line 25; figure 1 

WO 97 07706 A (COLGATE PALMOLIVE CO) 
6 March 1997 (1997-03-06) 
cited in the application 
figures 4,5,13 



US 5 398 369 A (HEINZELMAN BERT D 
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cited in the application 
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ET AL) 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 
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Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E* earlier document but published on or after the International 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to estat)lish the put:)iication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 

other means 

'P' document published prior to the international fUing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application txjt 
cited to understand the principle or theory underiying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken atone 

'Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document memlser of the same patent family 
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